[Measures for increasing efficiency in surgical departments of the Hamburg LKB with special reference to regional hospital comparisons].
A comparative study was performed using the medical records of 40,000 inpatients undergoing treatment in surgical units of 10 hospitals. The results show that the number of patients, the kind of diseases or injuries and the time required for their treatment do not correlate with the classification of the hospital or the degree of specialization of the surgical unit. Therefore, for every group of diseases (expressed as ICD number), standards (mean, median, benchmark) can be defined which should be followed in order to reduce the time of treatment and to improve the efficiency of the unit.